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of the palsy, who was healed with the words " Thy
sins be forgiven thee," and of the lame man at the
Pool of Bethesda to whom our Lord afterwards said,
" Behold, thou art made whole; sin no more, lest a
worse thing befall thee," it is impossible for the
Christian teacher who does his duty to avoid giving
clear instruction as to cause and effect in such cases,
which are also common enough around us. It is
well known, the doctors have told us often, that
half the beds of our hospitals could be closed if only
there could be swept away from our midst the sins
of drunkenness and impurity ; while every clergy-
man must have heard, and some very often, at the
side of a sick-bed, the confession " I know why I am
here ; I have been doing wrong. Would you please
offer a prayer for me?" These things should be
clearly explained to the children, who should be
plainly warned against them before they leave
school; and they should see the intention of the
law of God for our bodies expressed so tersely in our
Duty towards our Neighbour : "To keep my body
in temperance, soberness and chastity." There are,
of course, other sins such as over-anxiety and various
forms of failure to exercise " self-reverence, self-
knowledge, self-control/' which often result in bodily
sicknesses and any one of which may issue in death ;
but as our main purpose is to indicate principles these
need not be referred to in greater detail. When all
such illnesses from sin have been exhausted, however,
there remain a great host which cannot be traced to
such sources. They arise simply because we are mortals,
possessed of imperfect spiritual and physical nature
and exposed to the devastating assaults of disease.